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and Luristan highlands through Khuzistan and Arabist-an
to the Shat-el-Arab at the head of the Persian Gulf. The
Karun, which with the Diz forms a stream navigable to
the first range of hills, formerly flowed direct to the sea,
but now sends most of its waters through an artificial
channel to the Shat-el-Arab at Mohammerah, close to
the mouth of the Jarahi.

Having been recently thrown open to free navigation,
the Karun, which is the only navigable river in Persia,
has acquired exceptional importance from the commercial
standpoint. Its upper course was crossed several times
by Mr. Lynch on his route from Shushter to Isfahan.
The Kuh-i-Rung, its farthest headstream, rises in the
Zendela-Kuh range so near the Zendeh-rud, or river of
Isfahan, that Shah Abbas the Great attempted to connect
the two basins by cutting a passage between the inter-
vening ridge. "The course of the Karun through the
mountains is remarkable: where it yields to the laws of
nature it defies them. The point where we last crossed
it is nearly due east of Shushter, and about 115 miles
in a straight line from it. Through the whole distance
the range is thrown across the river's path. . . . Beyond
j DopulunUhe Karun turns to south-west, and after a long
bend reverses its original direction, and flows north-west
to the plains above Shushter. Between Dopulun and
(Godar-i-Balutak* the Karun is fed by two considerable
tributaries, the (Ab-i-Bazuft and the Ab-i-Bors. j The
Ab-i-Bazuft flows south-east from the district of Bazuft ;
the Ab-i-Bors enters the Karun on its left bank, coming
from Felat and Sadat,! but the point of junction seems
only vaguely known. North of Shushter the {Shur-i-
Labahri 'taints or tempers the glacier water with its salt
stream. The Karun during its course among the moun-
tains is swift and deep; its colour, and that of the Bazuft
River, is a grass green " (loc.